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Inside this issue: with people within and  

outside of his faith  

community. We also see 

that at those very same 

meals, what might have  

appeared as impolite to his 

hosts, Jesus engaged in 

sharp confrontations. As it 

is prone to happen in our 

own mealtime conversations 

and interactions, emotions 

got the better of his guests 

and pleasantries quickly 

gave way to contentious 

arguments or outright  

indignation. Jesus exposed 

these emotions and  

responded to them with 

Pastor’s Note: Taking Our Place at Jesus’ Table 
“Blessed are those who hunger 

and thirst for righteousness.” 

                 ~ Matthew 5:6 

Dear Friends, 

We learn in the Bible that 

sharing a meal together is 

one of the primary ways 

relationships are  

established, deepened, 

and enjoyed both with 

God and with others. 

Throughout his ministry, 

Jesus placed high  

importance on sharing 

meals with people. On 

these occasions, we  

witness Jesus creating 

strong bonds of  

connection and affection 

 

 

reproof for some and with 

healing grace for others.  

As we make our Lenten 

journey to the cross, each 

Sunday we will take our 

place at the table with Jesus, 

allowing him to confront us 

with our sin and temptation 

that we might receive his 

mercy and forgiveness.  

During the upcoming 40 

days of Lent, may we hunger 

for righteousness while  

fasting from “the bread that 

doesn’t satisfy” the deepest  

longings of our hearts. 

Yours for the journey, 

Nancy 

■ March 6 — First Sunday in Lent 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

“I’m Starving to Death” 

 

■ March 13 — Second Sunday in Lent 

“Who Invited You?” 

 

■ March 20 — Third Sunday in Lent 

“Where Are Your Manners?” 

 

MEALTIME ENCOUNTERS:  
Our Lenten Journey to the Cross 

■ March 27 — Fourth Sunday in Lent 

“These Dishes Are Filthy!” 

 

■ April 3 — Fifth Sunday in Lent 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion  

“Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner?” 

 

■ April 10 — Palm Sunday 

“The Last Supper” 
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After this new event was 

cancelled last year for  

inclement weather and 

gathering restrictions,  

volunteers couldn’t help 

but sneak distrustful  

glances at the cloudless 

skies above Camp Hill 

Presbyterian Church on 

Christmas Eve. It was  

almost too good to be true. 

The air was on the cusp of 

crisp; just cool enough for 

the warmth of the parking 

lot fire pits to be a welcome 

sight as light turned to 

dark. 

The path around the  

building was adorned with 

luminaries and backdrops, 

setting the scene for towns, 

shops, and shepherds’ 

fields. Actors dressed as 

angels, shepherds, and even 

a star practiced their lines 

and prepared for the  

Live-Action Christmas Story 

Walk to begin. Twenty 

minutes before the start 

time, some couldn’t help but 

wonder: Did the word get 

out? What if no one comes? 

Soon, apprehension turned 

to excitement as crowds 

Community Turns Out for Christmas Story Walk 

poured in from all sides. 

More than 170 neighbors of 

all ages came to hear the  

story. In groups led by guides, 

they enjoyed hot chocolate by 

the fires, joined in telling 

good news to Mary and  

Joseph, sang carols with 

shepherds, brought gifts for 

the Christ Child, and gave 

offerings for Christian 

Churches United’s Overnight 

Shelters. Along the way, they 

lived out the story through 

the timely theme, “Do Not 

Be Afraid.” 

We’re grateful for the many 

volunteers who helped make 

the Story Walk a glowing  

success. CHPC members 

generously helped to set up 

and tear down, coordinate 

traffic, greet and serve, lend 

supplies, and perform. We are 

excited to build on our  

success and make this a  

regular feature of our Advent 

and Christmas worship and  

fellowship programs. 

~Stuart Seelman Visitors to CHPC’s Christmas Eve Story Walk followed the star to find Baby Jesus in the manger.  

Luminaries lit the way for those following the story of Christ’s birth. 
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This year’s Lenten Bible 

Study, “Dining With Our  

Ancestors, and God as Our 

Host: Covenantal Meals in 

the Old Testament,” will be 

held on six Wednesdays,  

beginning March 9, at  

9:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

Sharing a meal together was 

an important part of  

covenant-making in the  

ancient Near East. It was a 

significant event because 

only parties who were at 

Lenten Bible Study to Explore Covenantal Meals 

ABOUT 

peace could dine together. 

All throughout their history 

with God, people shared a  

covenant meal uniting them 

with God and one another.  

Each week, we will study 

one of the many occasions 

when Yahweh and Israel 

bound themselves to each 

other in covenant  

faithfulness, sealing their 

relationship with a meal. 

~Nancy Conklin 

PW Coffee Features Nativity Display, Carols 

Lenten Bible Study Series 

Wednesdays @ 9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
■ March 9: “Eat This, Not That”

■ March 16: “I’m Not Coming If He’s  

Going to Be There” 

■ March 23: “You Call This Bread?” 

■ March 30: “Please, Can I Have  

Some More?” 

■ April 6: “This Tastes Like Poison” 

■ April 13: “The Passover Meal” 

The Presbyterian Women of 

CHPC held its annual 

Christmas Coffee on Dec. 2 

at 9 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

The room was beautifully 

decorated for the holiday by 

Pam Thompson. Attendees 

were asked to bring  

donations of toiletries for 

the Ecumenical Food  

Pantry.  

Twenty-five women enjoyed 

a delicious breakfast buffet 

and each other’s company. 

Alice Lebo, the keynote 

speaker, shared the history 

of some of the pieces from 

her nativity collection. Diane 

Rutzler took to the piano, 

leading all in Christmas  

carols. Thank you to both 

for sharing their Christmas  

spirit. 

A brief business meeting 

was held, during which Pam 

Thompson was initiated as 

the new recording secretary 

for PW. Pam joins the PW  

Coordinating Team again 

after serving as moderator 

for many years.  

The next PW event, the  

annual Spring Gathering, is 

scheduled for Sunday,  

May 15. Until then, all 

CHPC women are invited 

to attend Dorcas Circle 

meetings on the second 

Thursday of each month and 

Second Saturday Breakfasts 

at the Silver Spring Diner.  

Call the church office at 

(717) 737-0488 for more 

information.  

~Gail Mark 

Dolores Peffley, special guest Music Director Jerrold Tidwell, Ann Ganshaw, Linda 

Zimmerman, and PW Moderator Lisa Love gathered for the PW’s annual  

Christmas Coffee on Dec. 2. 



The preschool started 2022 

immersed in fun! 

In January, we enjoyed two 

weeks of our schoolwide 

bear theme, which included 

bear parades and going on a 

bear hunt throughout the 

church.    

In February, our classes will 

be talking about so many 

things, but especially the 

words LOVE and KIND.  

We LOVE our preschool! 

Did you know that our 

school was established in 

1956? That means that, for 

the last 65 years, there have 

been thousands of children 

coming through our doors. 

All those children have so 

many memories of their 

time here. Were you one of 
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those lucky students? Maybe 

you even had the  

opportunity to teach some 

of these young minds? The 

preschool is interested in 

hearing from you!  

We want to hear your  

stories and see your  

pictures. We LOVE our 

preschool and want to  

celebrate by hearing how it 

has impacted your life.  

Email memories to 

dtarnoci@thechpc.com or 

call (717) 761-6003. 

Starting Monday, Feb. 7, we 

will open up registration for 

the 2022-2023 school year. 

We will offer several classes 

for ages 20 months to 5 

years old. You can find the 

form on our website, 

www.chpcpreschool.org, or 

at the Information Station 

outside the preschool  

office. Please feel free to 

share this with friends and 

family. We’d LOVE for them 

to join our preschool! 

Our classes will be talking 

about being KIND to one 

another in February. The 

school will be celebrating 

Random Acts of Kindness 

Week, Monday, Feb. 14, 

through Friday, Feb. 18 

(though we’re closed Feb. 18 

for the Presidents Day  

weekend). Here is what our 

Kindness Spirit Week will 

look like … maybe you can 

join along? 

~Dana Tarnoci 

 

Preschool Corner: Sharing Love, Being Kind 

CHPC PRESCHOOL KINDNESS SPIRIT WEEK 

February 14-18 

■ Monday: Wear ORANGE for Helpfulness. 

Daily challenge: Help a friend or family member. 

■ Tuesday: Wear GREEN for Gratitude 

Daily challenge: Say “thank you” to three or more people. 

■ Wednesday: Wear YELLOW for Positivity  

Daily challenge: Do something kind for someone. 

■ Thursday: Wear BLUE for Encouragement  

Daily challenge: Give someone a compliment. 

■ Friday: Wear RED for Self-Love/Give Love 

(Closed for Presidents Day weekend) 

Daily challenge: Think of something you did well and give yourself 

 a pat on the back and/or give someone you love a hug. 
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Member Q&A: Memories of  a Pastor’s Daughter 

Profiled this month is Lydia Keller, 

who came to CHPC in 1976 when 

her father became the church’s  

associate pastor.  

Q: What brought you to 

CHPC? 

A: My father was offered the 

position of associate pastor 

with CHPC when I was 14 

years old in 1976. My mother 

loved the church as soon as 

she visited. She was overcome 

by the choir processing down 

the aisle during an Easter  

service she attended.  

Immediately, she knew this 

was a match for her and my 

dad. 

Q: What activities have you 

been involved in at CHPC? 

A: I was mostly involved in 

music and the arts.  

Throughout my teen years, I 

was in the choir and often 

sang solos, especially in the 

summer and during the  

holidays. I got to play the  

carillon, which I was not good 

at, but did anyway. One fun 

activity was participating in a 

reading of the play “Spoon 

River.” I also enjoyed taking 

on roles in The Joy and  

Sharing of Christmas. It was 

always special to attend the 

yearly Williamsburg Dinners, 

lovingly prepared by many 

women of the church who 

were also members of the 

Camp Hill Junior Civic Club.   

When I returned to  

Pennsylvania as a young wife 

and mother, my son became 

more involved in the church 

and I continued to sing in the 

choir. I also enjoyed a  

program we had for Mardi 

Gras where some of us  

volunteered to put on a talent 

show. Lynn Kloske and I 

sang a funny duet where we 

meowed like cats. Eleanor 

Hamm, my mom, Nancy 

Travitz, and I sang “Maria” 

from “The Sound of Music.”   

My son had the chance to be 

in the youth productions 

with Kathy Kuhn. He also 

played violin solos from time 

to time and participated in 

the youth talent show. 

Q: Please tell us about 

your family. 

A: My father, the Rev. James 

Miller, was a beloved pastor 

to those who knew him. He 

would ride his bike around 

town and into Harrisburg to 

visit parishioners in their 

homes, hospitals, or  

businesses. He was known 

for popping in on people 

unannounced and just  

pitching in, providing a  

prayer, lending support, or 

sitting down to talk. He was 

quite the conversationalist 

and had more empathy than 

anyone I have ever met.  

My father loved puns and 

word play and had quite a 

goofy and sometimes  

hysterically funny side to 

him. No one laughed at my 

dad more than he laughed 

at himself.   

When I was a junior in high 

school, he was diagnosed 

with early onset dementia.  

He retired the year I  

graduated. My mom, Lila 

Miller, took care of him 

almost to the day he passed.  

Dad and Mom fought the 

dementia with all they had, 

and Mom kept Dad active 

with community  

involvement in the Allison 

Hill neighborhood of  

Harrisburg. They had a little 

row home there and  

became active organizing a 

paint program and  

neighborhood clean-ups. 

Dad became known as 

“Rev. Jim” to the neighbors 

who would bring him back 

home if he got confused 

after a walk or a visit. They 

Lydia Keller, center, with her parents, Lila and the Rev. 

James Miller, in the 1970s. Her father was an associate 

pastor at CHPC. 

Continued on Page 6... 
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loved that he picked up 

trash, pulled weeds, handed 

out paint, and stopped to 

talk, even though finding 

words was tricky for him.   

When Dad passed, Mom 

came back to Camp Hill, 

and we all moved into our 

home on Columbia Avenue 

together. Mom was active in 

Presbyterian Women. She 

and I sang in choir  

together, but Mom soon 

gave up choir for other  

pursuits. She loved mission 

work and organized many 

mission fairs. Serving others 

with all she had was  

important to her, so she 

became very active with 

Mission at the Eastward 

and Lend-a-Hand. She and 

my son, Alex, were able to 

go to MATE together. One 

of her lasting legacies was 

starting Quilters and  

Crafters for Mission with 

Mary Lou Moran.   

As for my immediate  

family, there is my husband 

of 36 years, Richard, and 

our two children, Laurie 

(my stepdaughter) and Alex.  

Alex grew up in this church 

and is now a facilities  

manager for the David 

Zwirner Gallery in  

Manhattan. Laurie lives in 

Linglestown with her  

husband, Nick, and three 

children, Eva, 16, Yianna, 

14, and Vaios, 5.  Laurie 

and Nick own Moda Salon 

in Mechanicsburg. Richard 

and I have had the great 

privilege of helping to raise 

our grandchildren,  

especially during the  

summer, as Laurie and Nick 

built their business. Last 

summer, our granddaughters 

and a few of their friends 

went with Richard and me to 

MATE. It was a  

transformative experience 

for all of us that we hope to 

do again this year. 

Q: Do you have any  

hobbies?  

A: Of course, singing is my 

favorite hobby. I also love to 

make videos, and I’ve made 

them for MATE, for the 

church’s 100th anniversary, 

for Easter, and for my  

Sunday school kids. For gifts, 

I put together birthday  

videos that mix personal 

facts with historic events. I 

have put together four  

wedding videos. It’s fun!   

Q: What is your favorite 

memory of CHPC? 

A: I have so many memories.  

I think one was singing  

Benjamin Britten’s 

“Ceremony of Carols” with 

David Binkley. Another was 

when my mom and my son 

played a violin and piano 

duet. I loved seeing my son 

perform in the youth Sunday 

plays. Our church was also 

where two of my brothers 

were married and where we 

celebrated my mom’s 90th 

birthday. So, it’s hard to 

pinpoint a favorite memory. 

Q: Advice to younger  

members? 

A: Remember that the focus  

of our church is worship, but 

we are also a church of  

mission. Take advantage of all 

the opportunities to participate 

and lead that our church  

offers. The friendships I have 

made in this church and the 

spiritual connections I have 

experienced here have  

deepened my faith and helped 

me share the love of Christ 

with those around me. It’s also 

been a lot of fun. 

Q: Favorite scripture verse? 

A: “And so we know and rely 

on the love God has for us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in 

love lives in God, and God in 

them.” (1 John 4:16) 

~Lydia Keller, as told to Ellen 

Smith 

“The friendships I 

have made in this 

church and the 

spiritual connections 

I have experienced 

here have deepened 

my faith and helped 

me share the love of 

Christ with those 

around me.” 

-Lydia Keller 

 

Member Q&A, continued from Page 5 



Page 7  Camp Hi l l  Press  

GIVE/CARE 

Six-Month Period Compares Favorably to 2020 
For the period July 1, 2021, 

through Dec. 31, 2021, the 

first six months of our fiscal 

year, we had receipts totaling 

$293,748.44 and expenses 

totaling $293,885.85, with 

expenses exceeding receipts 

by $137.41. Our  

contributions for this period 

totaled $240,411.51, which 

compares favorably to the 

$183,324.25 in contributions 

for the same six-month  

period in 2020.   

Many people are mailing 

their checks to the church 

office, and that is greatly  

appreciated. If you have 

online access to your  

checking account, it is  

reasonably easy to arrange 

for your bank to send checks 

to CHPC on a weekly or 

monthly basis and then you 

don’t have to deal with  

postage. Just click on “Bill 

Pay” or equivalent, add 

CHPC as a payee, and click 

on “Recurring Payments” or 

equivalent. 

You should have received 

your Dec. 31, 2021,  

Contribution Statement, 

which contains all your  

Adam Taylor using his power tool skills to help those in need. 

contribution information for 

the 2021 calendar year. This 

includes your contributions 

for the first six months of 

2021, although these relate 

to the prior fiscal year. If you 

have not received a  

statement, or if there are 

errors in your statement, 

please contact me at 

dwatts@mwn.com or  

(717) 503-6518. 

Thank you for your faithful 

stewardship in supporting 

CHPC during 2021. 

~David Watts 

 

 
Make Plans Now to Attend MATE 2022 

This summer, CHPC  

members and friends will 

make our 36th trip to  

Mission at the Eastward in 

Farmington, Maine. Our 

group will serve Christ by 

working with the MATE 

Housing Ministry to make 

improvements to homes for 

those in need in western 

Maine. It is a wonderful 

week during which  

members of the mission 

team live, eat, work, pray, 

laugh, and play together.  

The dates of the trip are 

Saturday, July 16, through 

Saturday, July 23.  

Why should you give up a 

week of your summer  

vacation to make the long 

trip to Maine and work 

hard all week? Here what 

some of last summer’s  

participants had to say: 

■ “Sometimes the most  

important job is the one that 

wasn’t scheduled. Karen 

Taylor was amazing while 

helping our homeowner deal 

with getting legal assistance 

for a personal dispute. Go 

serve where you are  

needed!” – John Zazworsky 

■ “I enjoyed working with 

our intergenerational team. 

Everyone pulled their 

weight. The youngsters were 

interested in learning new 

skill sets!” – Jim Naber 

■ “Being here with my  

family has been such a 

bonding experience. I have 

watched my granddaughters 

grow in their skills, make 

lasting friendships, and 

forge memories.” – Lydia 

Keller 

The first step to becoming 

a member of the 2022  

Continued on Page 8... 



This spring, we resume our 

intergenerational nurture 

ministries. Due to the rise of 

the Omicron variant, our 

children and youth have 

been meeting on Zoom. 

The Kirk Kids Sunday 

School for children ages 3 to 

10 started a series on the life 

of Jesus called “Dayspring.” 

At 9:30 a.m., the children 

and volunteers gather with 

me for creative crafts and 

games, imaginative  

storytelling, and adding new 

verses to a  version of the 

hit song “Baby Shark” titled 

“Baby Christ.” A relaxed  

concurrent Discussion and 

Bible Study for Parents will 

pick back up when  

in-person gathering  

resumes this month.  
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Learning Opportunities Offered for All Ages 

Members of the Discussion and Bible Study for Parents meet in the 

Gathering Place while their children participate in Kirk Kids Sunday 

School. Plans to return to in-person meetings are in the works. 

Our youth continue study of 

the Apostles’ Creed for  

confirmation, punctuated by 

monthly Fun and  

Fellowship events. We also 

have a wide variety of  

emerging adult learning  

opportunities. (See Page 3 

for information on our  

Lenten study series.) 

All our invited! Please spread 

the word that there’s  

transformative ministry for 

folks of all ages at Camp Hill 

Presbyterian Church. If you 

have an interest or gifts in 

offering leadership for our 

intergenerational programs, 

contact me at  

sseelman@thechpc.com. 

~Stuart Seelman 

February Dates to Remember: 

• Annual Congregational Meeting — Sunday, Feb. 6, 11:30 a.m. 

• Office Closed — Monday, Feb. 21 

• Board of Deacons Meeting — Monday, Feb. 21, 7 p.m. 

• Session Meeting — Monday, Feb. 28, 7 p.m.  

MATE Summer 2022 Trip, continued from Page 7 
MATE team is marking 

your calendar and   

submitting those dates for  

vacation at work.  

Registration materials with 

complete details about the 

trip will be available  

Tuesday, March 1.  

I hope you will consider 

sharing a week of your time 

with us for this very special 

experience. For more  

information on MATE, visit 

www.missionattheeastward. 

org. For more information 

on the CHPC trip, email me 

at nflint.home@gmail.com. 

~Nancy Flint Camp Hill Presbyterian Church 

101 N. 23rd Street 

Camp Hill, PA 17011 

(717) 737-0488 

www.camphillpres.org 

 

Send “Camp Hill Press”  

submissions to  

Andrea Ebeling, 

aebeling@thechpc.com. 

LEARN/ 
CHILDREN & 
YOUTH 


