
Camp Hill Press 

The Newsletter of Camp Hill Presbyterian Church  

Nov./Dec./Jan.  
2022-2023 

■ Session Highlights: 
Action Items Approved  

2 

■ Treasurer’s Report: 
Facing Deficit Right Now 

3 

■ Flooding Alleviated By 
French Drain System 

3 

■ Per Capita Supports 
Our PC(USA) System 

4 

■ Meet Our Newest 

CHPC Members  

5 

■ Preschool Celebrates 

Seasons, Welcomes Choir  

6 

■ Story Walk Returns 

for Christmas Eve 2022 

7 

■ Advent Services,  

Activity Announced 

7 

■ Youth and Children 

Ministries in Full Swing 

8 

■ Presbyterian Women 

Happenings 

9 

■ Deacons Digest: Many 

Successful Mission Works 

10 

■ CHPC Partners With 

Church World Service 

10 

■ Mark Your Calendar 

for MATE Trip 2023 

11 

■ Helping Downtown 

Daily Bread  

12 

Inside this issue: During Lent, purple is used 

starting Ash Wednesday 

and extending through 

Maundy Thursday. The 

church remains bare until 

Easter, when we return to 

white for the seven Sundays 

of Eastertide.   

On Pentecost, the church is 

adorned in red — the color 

of fire that symbolizes the 

presence of God's Holy 

Spirit.  

Green is the color of new 

vegetation. It symbolizes 

the hope of new life, which 

is ours in the life of Jesus 

Christ. The color green is 

used for all other time  

periods (called Ordinary 

Time) not marked by a  

specific festival or season. 

As we move into this 

“holyday” season, “may the 

God of hope fill you with 

all joy and peace in  

believing, so that by the 

power of the Holy Spirit 

you may abound in hope.” 

(Romans 15:13). 

Yours for the journey, 

~Nancy 

 Pastor’s Note: Blue Is the Color of  Hopefulness 

Dear Friends, 

For centuries, the season of 

Advent was observed as a 

penitential season.  

Sometimes, it was even  

referred to as the “Little 

Lent.” Also, as in Lent,  

violet or purple was the 

seasonal color.  

During the ecumenical  

liturgical reforms of the 

1970s, a strong consensus 

emerged that Advent should 

be a season of hope and  

anticipation, rather than  

penitence. Blue is the color 

of hopefulness — our hope 

in the Light of the World 

born on Christmas Day. Blue 

is the color of the sky in the 

morning just before sunrise; 

it is the last color the eye sees 

before the light returns.  

That time, the time before 

first light — the dark, rich, 

blue time — is Advent time. 

The last Advent sunset and 

the first Christmas sunrise 

comes from Isaiah: “The 

people who walked in  

darkness have seen a great 

light; upon those who lived 

in a land of deep darkness a 

light has shone.” 

In speaking about the  

decision to change our  

Advent preparations to  

include blue, the Worship 

and Fine Arts Ministry 

thought it might be of  

interest to remind ourselves 

of the church’s liturgical 

color cycle. Liturgical colors 

orient us to the season of 

the church year and help to 

engage our sense of sight in 

worship.  

We begin the church year 

with Advent blue, then enter 

Epiphany — the season of 

light — when the color 

turns to white. White  

symbolizes purity, holiness, 

and virtue, as well as respect 

and reverence. White also 

marks pivotal events in the 

life of Christ that have  

become festival days of the 

church year (Baptism of the 

Lord, Transfiguration of 

Our Lord, Trinity Sunday, 

and Christ the King  

Sunday). And, white is used 

for weddings and funerals.  



The CHPC Session meets 

monthly in a hybrid format 

(in-person and via Zoom 

conferencing). Among the 

items approved during the 

Sept. 26 meeting were: 

■ A recommendation that 

Session designate the $10,000 

gift recently received from 

Bach T. Le to be divided, 

with $5,000 used for the  

creation of a virtual meeting 

room at CHPC and $5,000 

donated to Church World 

Service for use by CHPC’s 

newly formed Welcome 

Team in current refugee  

resettlement efforts.  

■ A motion from Staff  

Commission that Session 

approve a maximum  

employee Qualified Small 

Employer Health  

Reimbursement  

Arrangement (QSEHRA) 

reimbursement amount for 

2023 of $5,000. 

■ Approval of the church 

treasurer’s monthly financial 

report, in which receipts for 

August 2022 of $47,766.58  

and total expenses for the 
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same period of $49,865.63 

were reported.  

On Oct. 24, the monthly 

meeting was held virtually, 

via Zoom, due to the Camp 

Hill Borough Halloween 

Parade being held the same 

evening. Actions taken at 

that meeting included: 

■ Approval of the  

reinstatement of Barbara 

and Clyde McGeary to  

active membership at CHPC 

per their request. 

■ The call of a Special  

Congregational Meeting on 

Sunday, Nov. 20, at  

11:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 

The purpose for the meeting 

is to approve adjusted  

pastors’ terms of call for 

2023. 

■ Approval of the hiring of 

Anita Kelch to provide 

childcare at CHPC for three 

hours on Sunday mornings 

at a rate of $25 per hour, 

effective immediately. 

■ Approval of the hiring of 

an assistant preschool  

director (candidate to be 

determined) to work 10 to 

15 hours per week at a rate 

of $15 per hour for the  

remainder of the 2022-2023 

school year. 

■ Approval of the hiring of a 

preschool aide to work two 

mornings per week from  

9 a.m. to noon at a rate of 

$15 per hour for the  

remainder of the 2022-2023 

school. JoJo Ruch, a CHPC 

Preschool teacher, has  

assumed the newly created 

position. 

■ Approval of the hiring of 

Katie Smith as Betweeners 

Monday/Tuesday assistant 

teacher for the Preschool to 

fill the vacancy created by 

moving JoJo Ruch to the aide 

position. 

■ Approval of a motion from 

the Worship and Fine Arts 

Ministry to offer wine as part 

of the reception to be held in 

Fellowship Hall following the 

Dec. 4 Music, Art and Drama 

series event.  

■ Approval of the church 

treasurer’s monthly financial 

report (see Page 3 of this 

newsletter). 

~Beth Fine, 

Clerk of Session 

Session Highlights: Gift Designated, Hires OK’d 

December’s MAD Series Events 
SEASONS 

Celtic & Roots Music 

Sunday, Dec. 4 @ 7 p.m.               Wine & cheese reception follows 

NOONDAY ORGAN RECITAL 

Todd Davis, Trinity UMC, New Cumberland 

Wednesday, Dec. 7 @ 12:15 p.m.                  Free luncheon precedes 
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Total receipts for the first 

three months of the 2022-23 

fiscal year were $128,116.19, 

and total expenses were 

$164,862.99, thus leaving us 

with a year-to-date deficit of 

$36,746.80. The deficit was 

caused in part by three  

payroll periods in September 

and some lingering Mission 

at the Eastward expenses not 

offset by MATE income, 

which was mostly received in 

the prior fiscal year.  

Current Fiscal Year Proving to Be Challenging 

We now have filled all  

vacant staff positions, so 

2022-23 is going to be a 

more challenging year  

financially. Thanks to  

everyone for your gifts! 

Contribution statements for 

the period ending Sept. 30 

were mailed in October. If 

you found any errors in 

your statement, please  

contact me at  

(717) 503-6518 or 

dwatts@mwn.com. 

If you still have not  

forwarded you 2022-23 

Estimate of Giving card to 

the CHPC office, please do 

so as soon as you can so we 

can complete our  

Stewardship Campaign. 

You may call in or email 

this information to Andrea 

Ebeling at (717) 737-0488 

or aebeling@thechpc.com. 

~David Watts, 

Treasurer 

French Drain Installed to Address Flooding Issues 

If Noah came to CHPC in 

2023, he would have no  

reason to organize the  

animals in twos. After 

months of planning,  

preparation, and work, the 

installation of a French drain 

along the basement’s north 

side to address the periodic 

flooding after a hard rain is 

complete.  

The project involved digging 

a trench from the Quilters 

and Crafters Room, through 

the men’s bathroom, and 

into the west end of the 

kitchen. The many moving 

parts had to happen in a  

prescribed order and  

involved multiple  

contractors and volunteers. 

Despite several heavy  

rainstorms in recent months, 

we’re happy to report that 

there has been no flooding.  

In conjunction with the 

drain installation, the  

Quilters and Crafters Room 

and adjacent hallway received 

a much-needed new tile floor 

and a fresh coat of paint (as 

did a portion of the men’s 

room and kitchen). Next 

time you’re in the basement, 

check out the improvements! 

Many hands helped to make 

this complex project a  

success. A special thanks to 

Jim Long, who evaluated our 

options, identified the best 

way forward (quality and 

cost), and created a workflow 

that the Property and 

Maintenance Commission 

helped manage. We  

appreciated the patience of  

the Quilters and Crafters, 

who lost the use of their 

room, and everyone who 

made do without a working 

stove during the project. 

Thanks to the Mission at the 

Eastward team and others, 

who emptied and restored 

the room. A big thanks to 

Monica Zazworsky, who 

joined me on several  

occasions to paint walls and 

seal bathroom tiles. And, 

kudos to our custodial staff, 

who did extra duty, cleaning 

up multiple times after the 

various contractors. 

~Carol Helsel, 

Chair, P&M Commission 

No more wet floors in a refurbished Quilters and Crafters Room.  
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Per Capita Supports the PC(USA) System  

The annual giving of all  

Presbyterians, in the form  

of our per capita offerings, is 

a “tie that binds” the entire 

church and benefits every 

congregation. Per capita  

provides the means to 

strengthen the connections  

of our work and build lasting 

relationships to help all  

Presbyterians share God’s 

love through mission and 

ministry. Per capita is the 

primary source of funding for 

the Office of the General 

Assembly and is how  

Presbyterians mutually and 

equitably share the costs of 

coming together to discern 

the Spirit’s leading for the 

future.  

These monies are used to 

administer the  

responsibilities, functions, 

and mission of each  

governing body.  The  

per-member amount for 2023 

is $31. Of this amount, 

$18.75 is designated for  

Carlisle Presbytery, $2.40 is 

for the Synod of the Trinity, 

and $9.85 is for the General 

Assembly.   

Per capita funding serves and 

is a resource for our church 

as it: 

■ Maintains a physical office 

and staff at all three levels of 

governance. 

■ Provides training and  

leadership development for 

church officers, learning  

opportunities for pastors and 

members of congregations, 

and faith formation  

initiatives for youth through 

Camp Krislund, Youth  

Triennium, and other special 

events. 

■ Supports the health and 

well-being of congregations, 

providing tools and guidance 

for congregations searching 

for a pastor and offering 

assistance with conflict  

resolution, property issues, 

loans, insurance, and  

record-keeping. 

■ Provides oversight and  

preparation for those  

discerning God’s call to  

ministry. 

■ Supports and directs the  

administration of  

congregations’ participation in 

mission funding and hands-on 

mission initiatives. 

■ Strengthens congregations’ 

connections to the wider 

church through  

commissioners elected to  

biannual General Assembly 

meetings, support of the  

Presbyterian Historical Society 

in Philadelphia, and  

participation in the life of the 

Church Universal, as we seek 

to work and live in fellowship 

with “all persons in every  

nation.” 

CHPC’s Session honors this 

commitment on behalf of our 

congregation by paying our full 

per capita assessment each 

year, which for 2023 will be 

just more than $10,000. 

Many of our members pay their 

own per capita assessment each 

year, assisting CHPC with this  

expense. Please consider paying 

the per capita for all in your 

family who are members of 

CHPC. This extra gift to the 

church will free monies in the 

CHPC budget to further our 

own mission efforts locally, 

while supporting our  

collaboration with our  

Presbyterian brothers and  

sisters in furthering the mission 

of Jesus Christ around the 

world. 

~Beth Fine 

‘HOLIDAY ROAD’ CONCERT  
Central Pennsylvania Womyn’s Chorus @ CHPC 

Sunday, Nov. 20 @ 4 p.m. 

■ Music from the Middle Ages to the Digital Age 

■ Christmas, Hanukkah, Winter in Tanzania 

■ Favorites, such as “We Need a Little Christmas” 

■ Rollicking arrangement of  “The Twelve Days of  Christmas” 

■ And more to celebrate the season! 

For more information, visit www.cpwchorus.org. 
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Continued on Page 11... 

Meet Our Church Family’s Newest Members 

We welcomed three new 

members into the CHPC 

family in recent months. If 

you haven’t met them, please 

seek them out and introduce 

yourself!  

Kathleen Preitz grew up on 

a farm in Gordonsville, Va., 

with three sisters, two  

brothers, and lots of  

vegetables and animals! Faith 

and music were central to 

their lives. Kathleen and her 

siblings would regularly  

gather to sing hymns.  

Her career began as a court 

reporter in Louisville, Ky., 

where she met her husband, 

Larry, but Kathleen spent 

most of her work life in  

Carlisle, assisting five  

colonels at the U.S. Army 

War College. Upon retiring, 

she took up golf, and admits 

she used to think it a “silly 

game” but came to love it. 

Today, sewing is her more 

frequent hobby, which she 

enjoys with her daughter  

Lorri Ann and used to do 

with her twin sister, Arlene. 

To be closer to her daughter 

Karen Taylor (a longtime 

CHPC member), Kathleen 

moved to Mechanicsburg in 

2021. At CHPC, she says she 

has found a very friendly and 

welcoming environment and 

especially enjoys our historic 

building and the beautiful  

music during services.  

Ann Kalata was born in  

Butler County, where she lived 

until moving to Erie at age 9. 

She attended Western  

Pennsylvania Hospital School 

of Nursing in Pittsburgh and 

worked there for one year  

until her husband accepted a  

teaching position with  

Susquenita School District in 

Duncannon, where Ann has 

lived since 1970. She is a  

retired operating 

room/surgical nurse.  

CHPC is the beneficiary of 

one of Ann’s hobbies —  

flower gardening. The lovely 

fall mums and pansies in the 

Peace Garden are thanks to 

Ann’s time and talents. She 

also enjoys Hardanger  

needlework and studying 

the life of Abraham Lincoln 

and the history of the Civil 

War.  

After her former  

Presbyterian church faced  

closure, Ann found CHPC 

most welcoming and says 

she enjoys the traditional 

service and the “bonus of 

outstanding music.”  

A widow, Ann’s son and  

daughter-in-law live near  

Boston, and her daughter is 

in Chicago. Closer to home, 

Ann adores her cat, Jasper.  

Cathy Snavely is an area  

native and a graduate of 

Cumberland Valley High 

School and Albright  

College, where she earned a 

degree in accounting. She 

works as director of client 

services with Willowbranch 

Financial Group and is  

co-owner of Snavely Tax 

Services.  
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Preschool Corner: Fall Fun, Then Santa Visits 

This is a very busy time of 

year at the Preschool! 

In November, our students 

will be learning about 

Thanksgiving, hearing  

Pastor Nancy read to the 

classes, making crafts, and  

disguising turkeys so they 

won’t be gobbled up for 

Thanksgiving dinner! 

Our third annual Fall  

Harvest Festival will be held 

Thursday, Nov. 10. Families 

will have an opportunity to 

play games, do crafts, look 

at students’ artwork, get 

their faces painted, and grab 

a sweet treat or two.  

On Sunday, Nov. 20, the 

Preschool and CHPC will 

be participating in Camp 

Hill Borough’s Candy Cane 

Walk. We will pass out  

peppermint playdough and 

have a few games for those 

who want to play in the 

chilly weather. I hope you 

can come out to visit us! 

The Preschool’s P.E.A.C.E  

program will be offered again 

this year. It’s a great gifting 

opportunity that supports 

our scholarship fund while 

allowing you to  honor a 

loved one or friend. For each 

donation, you will receive a 

greeting card which may be 

sent to a recipient to know 

that you are thinking of them 

and honoring them with this 

special gesture this Christmas 

season. (Please see the insert 

accompanying this newsletter 

for more information.) 

December will be filled with 

Christmas carols, visits from 

Santa, and class Christmas 

parties. Our new Preschool 

Choir will be performing on 

Sunday, Dec. 18, during the 

worship service. The  

Preschool’s last day before 

The new Preschool Choir meets monthly and will perform during Advent. 

Christmas break will be Friday, 

Dec. 16, and the first day back 

will be Tuesday, Jan. 3.  

In January, our preschool will 

be having two fun-filled 

themed weeks: Farm Week 

and Bear Week. All our classes 

will be participating in games 

and schoolwide events during 

this time. 

On Monday, Jan. 9, we will 

open registration for the  

2023-2024 school year to all 

our CHPC families. We will 

have several classes for ages 21 

months through 5 years old. 

You’ll be able to find the form 

on our website, 

www.chpcpreschool.org, or at 

the Information Station  

outside the preschool office. 

We hope to hear from you and 

your friends! 

~Dana Tarnoci, 

CHPC Preschool Director 

Preschool Choir Kicks Off  With First Practice 
The experience of God’s 

love can’t help but make us 

break out in song! Building 

on our congregation’s rich 

legacies of music ministry 

and ministry with children, 

an exciting new program is 

resonating through our halls 

— the Camp Hill  

Presbyterian Church  

Preschool Choir! On a 

Wednesday afternoon this 

October, 20-plus new  

singers gathered in  

Fellowship Hall for lunch, a 

craft and story, and, most  

importantly, to sing. 

The choir is an excellent way 

for our preschoolers to learn 

important music fundamentals, 

grow in community, and  

participate in worship. The 

choir meets monthly in the fall 

and is hard at work to prepare a 

performance for Advent  

worship on Sunday, Dec. 18. 

Plans are already underway to 

start a spring session!  

~Pastor Stuart Seelman 
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Story Walk Returns for Christmas Eve 2022 

Last year’s first Christmas 

Eve live-action Story Walk 

was a glowing success, with 

more than 175 neighbors 

coming out to sip on hot 

chocolate by the fire and 

hear the old, old story in a 

new, interactive way. 

This year, every ministry 

team at CHPC is  

collaborating to bring it 

back even better with a  

story walk based on the old 

English carol “The Friendly 

Beasts.” Old and young 

alike will love this  

accessible, family-friendly 

re-telling of the Nativity by 

the animals who witnessed 

the Savior’s birth. Spread the 

word and invite family, friends, 

and neighbors to join us on  

Christmas Eve, Saturday,  

Dec. 24, at 5 p.m. Bring a  

goodwill offering for our new 

mission partner, Church World 

Service.  

Reach out if you have a fire pit 

to lend, want to try your chops 

at acting a part, or can  

volunteer in another way. 

Drop me a line at my email,   

sseelman@thechpc.com, or 

call the church office at  

(717) 737-0488. 

~Pastor Stuart 

 

Advent 2022 Service Schedule 
First Sunday of Advent, Nov. 27 — 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Second Sunday of Advent, Dec. 4 — 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Blue Christmas, Dec. 8 — 7 p.m. Service 

Third Sunday of Advent, Dec. 11 — 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, Dec. 18 — 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 — 5 p.m. Story Walk; 7 p.m. & 10 p.m. Services  

Christmas Day, Dec. 25 — “Christmas at Home” Worship 

Advent-at-Home Kits to Feature Jesse Trees 

Every year, CHPC 

distributes Advent-at-Home 

kits for families with  

children to bring spiritual 

practice deeper into daily 

life. This year, we’ll prepare 

for incarnation by making 

Jesse Trees.  

Low-key, short, and  

accessible, each day has a 

new leaf to color with a 

relevant prayer or spiritual 

practice. This is an experience 

Kirk Families Ministry is  

excited to share with everyone 

at no cost, church member or  

non-church-going. We’ll post 

regular videos to follow along. 

Email sseelman@thechpc.com 

to reserve your kit and arrange 

pickup or drop-off. 

~Pastor Stuart Last year’s Advent-at-Home kit. 
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Youth Enjoy Monthly Fun & Fellowship Events 

CHPC’s Youth Ministry hosted an October get-together that included carving  

pumpkins on the porch of the Manse. They’ll next meet for a quilt-tying event. 

CHPC’s Youth Ministry 

hosts monthly Fun and  

Fellowship events for  

middle- and high-schoolers 

to connect and refresh in 

Christian community.  

In October, six youth  

journeyed to Paulus Farms in  

Mechanicsburg for corn maze 

wandering, farm  

animal feeding, and pumpkin 

chunkin’. Then, they  

returned to the Manse and 

decorated pumpkins for the 

Deacons’ Creative Pumpkin 

Contest to support CHPC’s 

refugee resettlement work. 

Congrats to Benjamin and 

Joshua Wiedt for winning the 

contest!                                                                                                                     

The next Fun and Fellowship 

event is Sunday, Nov. 13, at  

5 p.m. in the Gathering 

Place. Youth will be joined 

by the our Quilters and  

Crafters For Mission group 

for an intergenerational  

evening featuring dinner and 

making blankets for our  

partner ministries.  

To receive weekly Youth 

Ministry email updates or 

connect, email me at  

sseelman@thechpc.com!  

~Pastor Stuart 

Children’s Ministry Thriving at CHPC 

Ministry with families and 

children is growing at 

CHPC!  

Kirk Kids is the  

congregation’s Sunday 

morning faith formation 

offering for preschool and 

elementary-age children. 

Kirk Kids follows a  

two-year cycle to explore 

God’s relationship with 

Israel in the Old  

Testament, God’s  

revelation in Jesus Christ, 

and God’s saving presence 

in the world and the  

Spirit-filled church.  

This year, Kirk Kids  

followed the congregation’s 

worship series on the Book 

of Acts, and in Advent will 

restart the cycle with the 

early stories of creation and 

covenants. 

Now, Kirk Kids runs  

concurrent with 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday morning worship. 

Children are sent to the  

Little Kirk after a brief  

children’s message for a 

developmentally appropriate 

proclamation of the Word 

with storytelling, games, 

crafting, and creating.  

Professional childcare also  

is offered during the  

formation hour (so adults 

can attend classes and book 

studies) and during worship, 

from 9 a.m. to noon in the 

nursery. A room is available 

close by for nursing and 

changing throughout the 

morning.  

Contact me at  

sseelman@thechpc.com to 

receive weekly email  

updates. 

~Pastor Stuart 



CHPC’s Presbyterian  

Women group held its Fall 

Gathering on Oct. 9. There 

were 30 women in  

attendance, and the featured 

speaker was Emily Ott, of  

Domestic Violence Services 

of Cumberland and Perry 

Counties.  

Emily shared information 

on the needs of many  

families in the two-county 

area. From July 2021 to  

present, she noted, DVSCP 

has provided shelter to  

thousands of people,  

primarily women and  

children. A discussion  

followed her presentation, 

with multiple questions 

asked and much gratitude 

expressed for the group’s 

outreach in our  

communities.  

Because DVSCP currently is 

in need of ready-made meals 

and snacks, those attending 

were asked to donate these 

items at the event.  

Fellowship Hall was  

beautifully decorated for the 

luncheon by PW Secretary 

Pam Thompson. A light 

luncheon of ham and  

chicken salad sandwiches 

prepared by Gwen Fourson 

and desserts provided by 

Dorcas Circle members was 

enjoyed by all.   
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A brief business meeting 

followed the gathering, with 

the installation of  

new officers Dawn Murray 

(vice-moderator), Alice Lebo 

(treasurer), Gail Mark 

(communicator) and Alice 

Crossland (Search  

Committee member).  

~Gail Mark 

PW Welcomes DVSCP Speaker to Gathering 

Thirty women attended the PW Fall Gathering, during which food items were collected for Domestic Violence Services. 

PW UPCOMING DATES 

OF INTEREST 
■ Thursday, Nov. 10: Dorcas Circle Meeting 

Fellowship Hall, 10 a.m. 

■ Sunday, Nov. 13: Thank Offering Service  

The Rev. Sandra Strauss, PA Council of Churches 

Sanctuary, 10:30 a.m. 

■ Thursday, Dec. 1: Christmas Coffee 

Fellowship Hall, 9 a.m. 

■ Sunday, Dec. 4 & 11: Quilters & Crafters Sale 

Gathering Place, 9 a.m. to Noon 

■ Sunday, Dec. 18: Bake Sale 

Gathering Place, 9 a.m. to Noon 



school year for various  

student needs. 

The Deacons’ Creative 

Pumpkin Contest was held 

Oct. 30. Nine artistic  

creations, both painted and 

carved, were entered, and 

$126 was raised! The money 

will be given to the  

congregation’s refugee 

resettlement work with 

Church World Service. 

The Deacons now will be 

focusing on the Christmas 

Giving Tree to help New 

Hope Ministries supply 

Christmas gifts to local  

families in need. A paper 

ornament can be selected 

The Board of Deacons  

collected items for the  

Backpacks and School  

Supplies Project during July. 

We consulted with  

Steelton-Highspire School 

District to compile a list of 

the most appreciated items. 

In addition to usual  

classroom supplies, socks 

and underwear were  

requested.  

We filled 32 backpacks!  

Due to CHPC members’  

generosity, we also have  

leftover monetary funds that 

were collected for the BASS  

project, so we’ll continue to 

provide support over the 

Page 10  Camp Hi l l  Press  

Deacons Lead Successful Seasonal Mission Projects 

from the Christmas tree in 

the Gathering Place, or you 

can view NHM’s Christmas 

Wish List online. The link is 

available in the weekly  

“CHPConnections” email 

blast.  

Place your unwrapped gifts 

under the tree (or drop them 

off in the church office) by 

Sunday, Dec. 11. Checks 

made out to New Hope  

Ministries or gift cards to 

Target or Walmart also are 

appreciated. 

~Lisa Love, 

Board of Deacons Moderator 

CHPC Welcome Team to Aid Refugee Families 
An exciting new initiative in 

relational mission is  

underway at CHPC through 

the Deacons.  

A team of CHPC members 

gathered in early November 

for Welcome Team training 

by the Harrisburg sub-office 

of Church World Service.  

Welcome Teams join with  

resettled refugees in their 

first several months of  

acclimation to life in our  

communities. 

In the aftermath of World 

War II, CWS was formed by 

17 Christian denominations 

that came together “to do in  

partnership what none of us 

could hope to do as well 

alone.” For more than 75 

years, CWS has aided  

hundreds of thousands of 

refugees from around the 

world.   

Our CHPC Welcome Team 

is excited to form  

relationships, provide  

cultural and language  

support, and much, much 

more. There’s still time to 

get involved! Contact John  

Robinson, team leader, at 

robinsjw65@gmail.com or  

me at  

sseelman@thechpc.com. 

~Pastor Stuart 
CWS Welcome Team training took place in the renovated Blue Room. 



Do you feel called to serve 

God through helping  

others? Do you want to 

learn new skills? Do you 

want to make new friends, 

and strengthen bonds with 

other church folks you  

already know? Do you want 

to deepen your faith 

through daily devotions? Do 

you want to have fun?  

If the answer to any of these 

questions is “yes,” this may 

be the year for you join our 

mission team members as 

they travel to western Maine 

to work at Mission at the 

Eastward.  

Set aside the week of  

Saturday, July 15, through 

Saturday, July 22, on your 

calendar to join CHPC 

members and friends for 

our annual summer mission 

trip. We will work with the 

MATE Housing Ministry to 

do home repairs for  

low-income families in the 

greater Farmington area. 

(Our own Dan Flint is  

expected to once again be 

serving as MHM operations 

manager for the summer of 

2023.) You do not need 

construction skills — there 

is something to do for  

everyone, and we have great 

leaders on our team to guide 

you. 

According to Pastor Stuart, 

who attended MATE for 

the first time, it “gives us a 

chance to live out what we 

often wish we could back 

home: deep and  

purpose-filled community, 

downtime, rest, and letting 

loose together;  

contemplation and  

ownership over our mission 

with teaching, hammering, 

and relationship-building 

across generations. Bravo to 

the leadership!”  

Team member Lydia  

Keller shared, “Our  

homeowner was living in 

half a trailer. She told me 

how excited she was about 

having a new home once 

Save the Dates for MATE Trip 2023 
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the project was complete. 

She said, ‘I have never had 

anything new before. I won’t 

know what to do!’” 

Registration materials will be 

available in March, and must 

be returned to the MATE  

mailbox (across from the 

church office) by the end of 

April. There will be a team 

orientation meeting in early 

June. Save the dates! 

~Nancy Flint 

Karen Taylor and Ellen 

Smith using their building 

skills to make a difference. 

Meet Our Newest Members, continued from Page 5 

Cathy is a mom of three —

Caitlin, 31; Becca, 25; and 

Bryan, 18 — her “biggest 

joy and blessing.” She is 

also “mom” to three dogs 

(Rory, Rex, and Daisy) and 

cat Rose.  

In 2018, Cathy married  

longtime friend Jon Emig.  

Together, they enjoy 

spending time with family 

at their vacation home near 

Chincoteague, Va. Cathy 

comes to CHPC from Faith 

United Church of Christ in 

New Cumberland, where she 

was a member for 48 years 

and was serving as its  

president at the time of its 

closing in 2017. Her good 

friends Judy and Dave 

Thompson invited Cathy to 

worship at CHPC, where she 

describes her first visit as “like 

walking back into my home 

church.” She appreciates  

everyone at CHPC being so 

welcoming.  

~Carol Helsel 



the Gathering Place’s  

Donation Station. 

            ********* 

For DDB’s Thanksgiving 

meals for its clients, PW is 

once again collecting  

pumpkin pies. Sign up in the 

Gathering Place to donate 

one (or two) pies, which will 

be delivered to DDB’s 

kitchen on Monday, Nov. 

21. Many thanks to 

While we will sleep warmly 

this winter, others will not 

be so fortunate.  

In an effort to make a  

difference, Presbyterian 

Women is collecting new 

and gently used, clean  

blankets for the Downtown 

Daily Bread Emergency 

Shelter. Please place your 

donations in one of the  

boxes marked “Blankets” in 

Dates to Remember: 

• Office Closed for Veterans Day — Friday, Nov. 11 

• PW Thank Offering Sunday — Sunday, Nov. 13, 10:30 a.m. 

• Central PA Womyn’s Chorus Concert — Sunday, Nov. 20, 4 p.m. 

• Board of Deacons Meeting — Monday, Nov. 21, 7 p.m. 

• Office Closed for Thanksgiving — Thursday, Nov. 24, and Friday, Nov. 25 

• Session Meeting — Monday, Nov. 28, 7 p.m. 

• PW Christmas Coffee — Thursday, Dec. 1, 9 a.m. 

• Quilters & Crafters Sale — Sunday, Dec. 4, 9 a.m. 

• MAD Concert Featuring Seasons — Sunday, Dec. 4, 7 p.m. 

• Noonday Organ Recital — Wednesday, Dec. 7, 12:15 p.m. 

• Blue Christmas Service — Thursday, Dec. 8, 7 p.m. 

• Quilters & Crafters Sale — Sunday, Dec. 11, 9 a.m.  

• Board of Deacons Meeting — Monday, Dec. 19, 7 p.m. 

• “The Friendly Beasts” Story Walk — Saturday, Dec. 24, 5 p.m. 

• Christmas Eve Services — Saturday, Dec. 24, 7 p.m. and 10 p.m. 

• No Christmas Day Service 

• Office Closed for Christmas Monday — Monday, Dec. 26 

• Office Closed for New Year’s — Monday, Jan. 2 

• Office Closed for MLK Holiday — Monday, Jan. 16 

• Board of Deacons Meeting — Monday, Jan. 16, 7 p.m. 

• Session Meeting — Monday, Jan. 23, 7 p.m. 

• Deadline for February/March/April 2023 Camp Hill Press — Tuesday, Jan. 31 
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PW Supports DDB With Blanket Drive, Pies 
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Office Manager Andrea Ebeling 

 

Send “Camp Hill Press” 

submissions to  

aebeling@thechpc.com. 

Wegmans, which provides us 

with a $50 gift card each year 

to also buy pies. 

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I 

tell you, whatever you did for 

one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, 

you did for me.’” (Matthew 

25:40) 

~Pam Thompson and Joann 

Fissel 


