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From The Pastor’s Desk

Dear Friends,
As you look at the events listed next to this article, you can 
see that March has a lot of special activities, and there is a 
full schedule.  It also promises to be a very good month for 
fellowship and for spiritual development.
The event on March 3 following worship is a fun fellowship 
event where different people from the church are going 
to be sharing their talents. I’m told that one presentation 
in particular is going to be worth the price of admission!  
(Well, there is no admission price, but you know what I 
mean.)  There is also a kind of “Shrove Tuesday” thinking 
behind the day, as just a couple of days later we enter the 
season of Lent.
We will have a special worship service in the sanctuary on 
Ash Wednesday.  The 
service will include the 
imposition of ashes 
(for those who desire 
that) as well as 
communion.  Lent is a 
very meaningful 

See articles below for 
more details on  

Ash Wednesday and 
Lenten Classes
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season of the church year, and it is good to set the 
season apart by gathering in worship to focus on this 
time prior to Passion Week.
beginning on March 10, I will be leading a Lenten 
study on “The Last Week,” that time in Jesus’ ministry 
from Palm Sunday through Easter.  We will gather for 
a light lunch  (donations encouraged and welcomed) 
following the service of worship, and then I will lead 
the teaching time.  We’re hoping that each event will 
conclude by around 1:15.  Child care will be provided.  
This will be an opportunity to look more deeply into 
the events that we know so well, but we will go more in 
depth as we explore certain meanings of Palm Sunday, 
the confrontations between Jesus and the religious 
authorities, and the passion of Jesus – the last supper, 
the crucifixion, and the resurrection of Jesus.  I look 
forward to leading this series, and I invite you to 
attend.
As I’ve shared before, a very important aspect of my 
ministry is to help people grow in their faith, grow in 
their understanding of Jesus’ ministry, and grow in 
their understanding of the humanity involved in all of 
these events.  So I hope to see you in these sessions, 
and I look forward to seeing you in worship on 
Sundays!
Peace, Craig Miller

Worship

Ash Wednesday

Ash Wednesday is seen as a penitential day, when people receive ashes on 
their foreheads as a sign that we are of dust and we shall return to dust.  
The season of Lent – and Ash Wednesday is the introduction to that 
season – is viewed as a time to “give things up,” so there are people who 
give up such things as pizza or chocolate during Lent.  I really don’t think 
that’s what the season is all about. It goes far deeper than that.

MARCH HIGHLIGHTS

Mar. 3 Communion

 Fun, Food and Frivolity 
 11:45 am

Mar. 6 Ash Wednesday Worship 
 7 pm

Mar. 10 Lent Series begins  
 11:45 am  in Fellowship 
 Hall 

Mar. 13 Organ Recital 
 Lunch 11:45 am 
 Recital 12:15 pm

Mar. 17 Lent Series Week 2 
 11:45 am

Mar. 24 Lent Series Week 3 
 11:45 am

Mar. 25 Session 7:30 pm

Mar. 31 Lent Series Begins 
 11:45 am

 “Ministers of Music” 
 M.A.D. series 
 4 pm

continued on page 3

continued from page  1   
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Camp hill Presbyterian Church will hold a worship service on Ash 
Wednesday that does include the imposition of ashes on the forehead (some people prefer to 
receive ashes on their wrists).  The service also includes the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, as 
well as a meditation that takes us beyond merely “giving something up for Lent.”  
Join us on Ash Wednesday, March 6, at 7 pm for a worship service in the sanctuary that you 
will find meaningful and helpful as we enter the Lenten Season.

About

Save the Date for “Food, Fun, Frivolity!”

Please plan on joining in for lunch and entertainment at 11:45 
a.m. Sunday, March 3, right after the service. Start thinking 
about what you might like to share during our “talent show” — 
singing a song, telling some jokes, performing magic, playing 
an instrument, putting on a skit, presenting your artwork — 
anything goes! or, just come and enjoy the food and fun!

Wednesday Noonday Organ Recitals

Deborah Dillane
Christ Lutheran Church, Elizabethtown, PA

Wednesday, March 13 11:45 a.m. — 12:15 p.m. 
Light Lunch served in Fellowship hall 

12:15 p.m. — 12:45 p.m. 
organ recital in the Sanctuary

Movie Night 
Friday, March 22

Grab some popcorn and enjoy a screening of “Indiana Jones & the raiders of 
the Lost Ark” on the Youth room’s new Tv.

continued from page 2
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Ministers of Music 
Sunday, March 31

organized in 1979, the Ministers of Music are comprised of six men 
who offer a variety of musical styles, including spirituals, hymns, 
gospel songs, and praise and worship choruses. The group sings many 
familiar traditional songs in modern arrangements. Selections feature 
a mellow blend of close harmonies accompanied by piano or sung a 
cappella. Three of the men in the group are Church of the brethren 
pastors and one is Pastor of Worship. The group has ministered in 
music to churches, retirement homes and at camps in Pennsylvania, 

New England, Indiana and Florida. They have sung on cruise ships and have been featured on 
the Gospel Tide hour radio broadcast.

Save The Date- Come Enjoy Nature!!

The Fellowship and Membership Ministry is planning another hike. We will have a short 
(about 3.5 miles), flat, easy hike led by rob Shaw on SuNDAY, MAY 19 at 2:00 PM.

Mark your calendars now and 
plan to join us! 
We did a similar hike last fall 

and had a great time!

         

Care

Spaghetti Dinner a Success!

Thank you to all members of the congregation for supporting 
this year’s Deacon Spaghetti Dinner. Your generous donations 
totaled $1,234 for the Ecumenical Food Pantry. Leftover food 
from the meal was donated to Downtown Daily bread. Well 
done, ChPC!
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Hospital and Wellness News

The church’s pastoral staff wants to visit congregation members who 
have been hospitalized, are recovering from surgery or illness, or 
are homebound. Please call the office at (717) 737-0488 to share this 
news about yourself or a member of the church family.

Give Backpacks

Downtown Daily bread would greatly appreciate your 
donated backpacks. Please bring in your used, but still 
functional, backpacks and place them in the marked box in 
the Gathering Space. Thank you for your generosity.

Serve

Downtown Daily Bread

Join your ChPC brothers and sisters in service to those in need. 
Please prayerfully consider donating just two hours of your time 
to Downtown Daily bread on any Saturday throughout the year. 
Camp hill Presbyterian Church has successfully partnered with 
Downtown Daily bread through our Mission Committee for 
nearly 35 years. Downtown Daily bread is a mission project 
of Pine Street Presbyterian Church, serving the hungry and 
homeless of harrisburg, providing a daily lunch and other 
services. Counselors provide support and access to resources, 
as well address mental health and addiction issues. on average, 
90- 125 clients eat lunch every day, 70 - 90 visit the Day Shelter, and 40 men stay in the Night 
Shelter in the winter. 
Downtown Daily bread operates under the belief that no one should go hungry, and that 
addressing basic needs is the first step in lifting clients out of homelessness. beyond basic 
needs, it is also necessary to build personal relationships in order to connect clients to vital 
community services. In collaboration with other agencies, counselors assess needs and connect 
clients with services to improve the quality of their lives. 
our ministry is led by the Deacons and coordinated by Joe harner. To volunteer for assisting 
with Saturday meal service, sign up for Downtown Daily bread at https://ttsu.me/gy4jjh. 

continued on page 6
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There are a few rules which we all need to be aware of. 
•	 No volunteers under the age of 16
•	 All volunteers must wear closed toe shoes and shirts with sleeves (not sleeveless) and 

long pants
•	 4-5 volunteers preferred
•	 volunteers should arrive no later than 12 :15. Should be out by 2:00
•	 Cook on duty will provide directions for serving and clean-up

If you have any further questions, please ask any Deacon at church or email Joe harner at 
harner32381@gmail.com. 
Matthew 5:16  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

Fellowship and Membership Ministry! 

Do you enjoy having fun? 
Are you a planner? 
Would you like to be more involved at ChPC?
If your answer is YES to any of the questions, please consider joining the Fellowship and 
Membership Ministry!
We are looking for people to help us out with planning and 
executing events for our congregation as well as planning 
events to reach out to the community.
We meet the first Monday of every month at 7:00 PM in 
the Gathering Place. our meetings are usually only an hour 
long.
We would LovE to have You be a part of our group!
Please contact Sandy Mcbride (717 448 8108) or Sue rothman (623 6939) if you have questions 
or are interested.

continued from page 5
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Learn

The Last Week

rev. Craig Miller will be leading a 5-week series called 
“The Last Week,” beginning March 10, following the 
worship service.  There will be a light lunch served 
(donations encouraged), and then rev. Miller will be 
talking about the last week of Jesus’ ministry, from 
Palm Sunday through Easter.  Topics will include:
•	 Palm Sunday – Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, 

and the contrast between that “parade” and the 
parade in which Pilate might have entered the 
city. Also, when Jesus cleaned out the temple, was that because of the money-changers and 
corruption, or was there something else taking place here?

•	 Confrontation with the authorities – They keep trying to trap Jesus, but Jesus would 
not permit that.  We’ll look at such themes as the parable of the tenants, the Great 
Commandment, paying taxes to Caesar, and Jesus’ criticisms of the religious leaders.

•	 Maundy Thursday – Just what was happening that night in the upper room?  What was 
taking place within the minds of the disciples?  how would we react if Jesus were to wash 
our feet?  This week will also look at the arrest of Jesus.

•	 Good Friday – The crucifixion of Jesus was an agonizing and terribly painful death.  What 
was crucifixion?  Why was it so cruel?  What about those two men crucified with Jesus?  
What did it mean when Jesus said, “Into thy hands I commit my spirit”?

•	 Easter – Can we understand Easter as even more than Jesus being physically raised from the 
dead, and the resurrection means more than our getting to heaven?  Why were the disciples 
so slow to understand what was happening?  And in talking about the resurrection we will 
also return to the thought of what was happening when Jesus cleaned the temple on that 
Palm Sunday.

All are invited and encouraged to attend this series.  Invite others to join you!  Enjoy the 
fellowship with others, and plan to learn a lot!  
We anticipate the lunch beginning around 11:45, and we’ll conclude between 1 to 1:15.  Child 
care is provided.
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Working Together as a Faith Community: 
Ideas from the Escape Room

In January, youth at Camp hill Presbyterian Church tried one of the newest trends in 
entertainment: an escape room. This group game takes place in a 
room filled with a series of interconnecting puzzles meant to be 
solved within an hour. Solving all the puzzles reveals the key to the 
door, allowing everyone to “escape.” This fantastic team building 
exercise left me with a few thoughts about working together as a faith 
community:

1. Assume everything is part of the game.  You never know where you will find 
vital information in an escape room. Even the furniture or the art on the walls 
could contain clues. Similarly, when we’re building God’s kingdom, we should look 
everywhere—including beyond the walls of the church—for inspiration.  
2. Split up the work. our guide explained that completing this multifaceted challenge 
in the allotted hour required us to work on several puzzles simultaneously. God’s work 
must also be divided into manageable pieces. When you feel frustrated with the puzzle 
at hand, take a breath, look around and consider the efforts of Christians as a whole. 
remember that we’re in this together. 
3. Communicate to the whole group. Although we chose a “divide and conquer” 
strategy, communication remained a key to success. because pieces of each puzzle 
were scattered around a room cluttered with “stuff,” one group might hold information 
needed by the other group. Within faith communities, we often forget to share our 
progress with church family and the public alike. remember to make communication 
part of your process as it creates avenues for sharing ideas, skills and contacts. 
4. Everyone contributes in their own way.

I had concerns about hosting an activity with kids ranging from six to sixteen, but everyone 
found ways to contribute to our goal. In fact, the unique qualities of each individual were vital 
to our success. In retrospect, I shouldn’t have been surprised. God lovingly crafts us so that 
together we may accomplish great things.   Lindsay Gottwald, Director of Youth and Christian Education

Vacation Bible School

Life is scary; God is good. Children ages four through eleven can learn about 
God through fun activities. This year’s theme: roAr! 
 
July 8th - 12th, 9 - 11:30 AM


