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Don’t you love it when the countdown starts – only x
number of days until Christmas. Some places start that
countdown in the middle of October! What that really
means is how many days left for Christmas shopping.
There are a lot of ways to get ready for Christmas, and I
am not going to mention anything here about department
stores or on-line catalogues. Instead, I want to encourage
you to prepare for Christmas in ways that deal more with
the heart and spirit than with credit or debit cards.
For instance, on the first four Sundays of December I will
be leading the combined Adult Bible study classes in a
series where we will look at some aspects of the Advent
season, and deal with the “why” of the incarnation, not just
the what of the story. But we’ll also deal with some of the
people in the story – the prophets, John the Baptist, Mary,
Joseph, and even Herod and Caesar. This is very much
open to all of you, not just those already involved in the
Bible study classes. We’ll meet at 9 am in the Fellowship
Hall for those sessions.

On December 6 we will have a special Service for Wholeness and Healing, because we know
that this season is a difficult season for many people, and it does not always feel like “The most
wonderful time of the year.” This service, which will include the Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper, will acknowledge those feelings and help us center
DECEMBER HIGHLIGHTS
on the one who comes to bring, and to be, peace on earth.
Dec. 2

Communion

Dec. 6

Service of Wholeness
and Healing 7 pm

Dec. 17 Session Meeting 7:30
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Worship
5 pm Family Service
7 pm Lessons and Carols
9 pm Lessons and Carols

(The 7 and 9 pm services are
Candlelight Services)

Also, on Christmas Eve we will have the traditional three
services, at 5 pm, 7 pm, and 9 pm. The 7 and 9 services
will be pretty much the same. The 5 pm service will again
include a kind of Christmas pageant, and all children in
attendance are able to participate. We will need some of
you to be involved in the pageant as well, and if you are
interested, please let me know as soon as you can.
Just a reminder also that the Advent and Christmas seasons
are great opportunities to invite others to attend a service
of worship. Did you know that 70-80% of people say they
joined a church because a significant other person invited
them? That person could be a co-worker, a neighbor, a
friend. You have people around you all the time who do
not attend any service, and the studies show that if you ask
several of them, one of them will probably say yes.
Special educational classes. Special events. Special
worship services. All to help us enter into the Christmas
season and understand more deeply the wonderful power
of the incarnation, of love coming down at Christmas.

I look forward to sharing this Advent and Christmas season with you.
Peace,
Craig Miller

Worship
Thank Offering Sunday
November 11, 2018

Hymn Interpretation during worship by Peggy Heiss
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Learn
CHPC Mission Study Update!
Thank you to all who’ve participated in the Mission Study process. The Mission Study Team is
reviewing all of the input received and data gathered and will spend the next few weeks drafting
CHPC’s Mission Study.
After review and approval by Session, the document will be submitted to Carlisle Presbytery’s
Commission on Ministry along with a request for permission to form a Pastor Nominating
Committee.
Pending action from the Commission on Ministry, the Session will call a Congregational
Meeting to elect our PNC. This meeting is anticipated prior to Christmas.
In the meantime, the Nominating Committee will be working on a slate of candidates for the
PNC. Please prayerfully consider who among our members possesses the gifts and talents
to assist in the pastoral search process. Contact Nominating Committee Chair John Groff to
suggest possible PNC candidates.

Adult Bible Study
Rev. Miller will be leading the Adult Bible Study during Advent
December 2,9,16, and 23. We will be looking at what the Advent and
Christmas seasons are all about, including such themes as prophets,
hope, the Annunciation to Mary, the Magnificat, as well as the birth
narratives in Matthew and Luke. All are invited to attend in the
Fellowship Hall at 9 am.

Preschool
Although winter is technically not here, the Preschool is busy preparing
like it is. Christmas songs are being learned for the Christmas parties
and Santa will be making a visit the first week of December. The man
with the white beard and the red suit is always a highlight of the month.
From all of us at the Preschool we wish you a very blessed Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
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Lindsay’s Corner
It’s clear from the warmth and enthusiasm I’ve felt from church
members that this congregation feels ready for a renewed
commitment to its youngest members. I understand the Christian
education program has been without an administrative leader for a
number of years, and I share your excitement in developing more
opportunities for youth at CHPC.
Communicating with both parents/guardians and youth will be a
key step in the process of building a strong program. In the interim
between Christian education directors, the contact information for
youth and their families has become out-of-date and disorganized.
Consequently, compiling current contact information for youths ages
0-18 has become my first priority. In addition, parents/guardians of youths in middle and high
school can expect a few other short surveys in the coming weeks asking about interests and
availability.
If you are a parent/guardian of a youth (ages 0-18,) please take a few minutes to complete
this form for contact information. The process should take 10-20 minutes depending on the
number of youths in your family. Contact Lindsay Gottwald with questions.

Presbyterian Women
PW Birthday Party
The Annual PW Birthday Party at the Oaks in Bethany Village
was hosted by the Dorcas Circle, November 14th. More than 20
residents and their guests enjoyed cake, ice cream, and a hymn
sing-along, accompanied by pianist, Diane Rutzler.

PW Christmas Coffee
Thursday, December 6, 2018 at 9:30 AM
Enjoy coffee, tea and goodies with your CHPC sisters as you hear a
special presentation of chimes and handbells by Kathie Bittenbender
from the 1st United Methodist Church.
All women are welcome and encouraged to attend.
4
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Quilters and Crafters
Looking for a unique handmade Christmas gift??
PW Quilters and Crafters for Mission have been busy making items that will be available for
purchase in December. Items will be sold in the Gathering Place of CHPC on December 9 and
December 16, 2018, from 8:45 A.M. to 12 Noon. STOP by and see what we’ve been making!!

PW Bake Sale
December 16, 2018 from 8:45 to 12 noon in the Gathering Place.
Donations will be gratefully accepted! Please label “PW” and drop off in
the church kitchen, or the 16th before worship.
Stop and pick up some delicious desserts to enjoy and share.
Proceeds support CHPC PW Mission Projects.

Blankets for the Homeless
PW is collecting new and gently used (clean) blankets for the Downtown Daily Bread
Emergency Shelter. Since many take a blanket with them when they leave, the need for
blankets is on-going. Please place your donations in one of the boxes marked “Blankets”
under the stairs in the Gathering Place.

Personal Care Items to benefit the Ecumenical Food Pantry
The Food Pantry no longer uses funds to provide personal
care items ~ toilet paper, bar soap, deodorant, shampoo,
toothpaste, etc. Can you imagine being without?
Your donations are greatly appreciated and may be placed
in the appropriate PW box under the stairs in the Gathering
Place.
Thank you for helping to make life a little easier for those in
need.
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Community Aid
The Community Aid Collection Box is located in the CHPC parking lot.
Since its installation four years ago, over 46,000 pounds of clothing have
been deposited, resulting in CHPC’s PW receiving over $1800 for PW
mission projects.
When purging your clothing closet, please remember CHPC’s collection
box!

On-Going PW Activities
Prayer Fellowship meets at 9:30 AM every Wednesday in the Reception Room. Led by the
Reverend Myrtle McCall, everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.
Second Saturday meets the second Saturday of every month at the Silver Spring Diner. All
women of CHPC are invited for breakfast (each paying for her own) and fellowship. New
participants are always welcome.
Quilters and Crafters meets every Monday from 1:00 - 3:00 PM in the Quilting Room off
Fellowship Hall. New members are always welcome.
The Dorcas Circle meets on the second Thursday of each month September through May, at
10:00 AM in Fellowship Hall. Chaired by Gail Mark, Linda Kelley facilitates the Bible Study.

Serve
Ecumenical Food Pantry
As 2018 comes to a close I’d like to recognize and thank the
volunteers at the Ecumenical Food Pantry. These include Joann
Fissel, Dottie Peterson, Joyce Black, Ann Ganshaw, Gail Mark,
Mary Swartz, Jill Williamson, and our newest recruit Linda
Zimmerman. We also have 3 very faithful non church members.
We continue to serve between 40 and 50 clients each month, and
will collect personal items such as shampoo, soap, toothpaste etc.
Our collection box is located under the stairway in the gathering
space. We appreciate your continued support. If you have any questions please call me at 5918725.
Linda Kelley
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Sunday School Volunteers Needed
Please consider volunteering your time as a teacher for youth in
the Christian Education program. CHPC has an immediate need
for volunteers to teach Sunday School for grades K-5 on the
following dates: 12/2, 12/16, 12/23, 12/30.
January & February dates are also open for scheduling.
To sign up, visit: ttsu.me/chpcfallsundayschool
Contact Lindsay Gottwald, Director of Youth & Christian
Education with questions.

Connect
Christmas Memories
Submitted by Pam Thompson
Many years ago, when we took over hosting Christmas Dinner
at our house, I bought a plain white tablecloth for the occasion.
After dinner, when the dishes had been cleared, I gave everyone
a pen and asked them to sign the tablecloth. What? My uncle
was horrified! Write on the tablecloth? I don’t think so! I even
had the audacity to suggest that everyone could draw something
if they wanted! Even after watching everyone else sign, my
uncle still couldn’t bring himself to ‘desecrate’ that tablecloth.
I embroidered twelve signatures that year. The next year,
everyone embellished their signature … bells, candy canes, holly.
Surprisingly, my aunt and uncle actually brought a drawing
to duplicate. A tradition was born! Year after year, that cloth
covered our table on Christmas Day. And, as the years passed,
we added sons and daughters-in-law, grandchildren, friends,
and those who joined us that we knew would otherwise have
been alone on Christmas Day. The embellishments became large
and creative and I embroidered every one. When the table finally fell apart (literally!) and was
replaced with a larger table than the cloth would cover, the tablecloth was retired. Actually,
the timing was good, for there was little room left to add another Christmas! I still bring
that tablecloth out every year and drape it over a chair. We all hunt for our signatures and
reminisce about the people and good times. Memories!
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Let’s Get Into the Christmas Spirit!!
When: Sunday, December 9, 2018
What: Pizza lunch, church decorating, cookie baking, card making and
caroling!
Where: Meet in Fellowship Hall
Please join your church family for a fun afternoon immediately following church.
We will gather for a light lunch and then you can decide what you would like to do…help us
decorate the Gathering Place and Chrismon tree or help make cards for our shut-ins or help
bake and decorate cookies.
We will then go caroling in Camp Hill and will walk to several of
our member’s homes to share some holiday cheer by singing and
giving them some of the cookies we made.
Please consider joining in the fun for all or just a part of the
afternoon- whatever fits into your schedule.
Please sign-up on the sheet in the Gathering Place.

Enjoy Christmas Eve Dinner with your CHPC Family
Years ago, a tradition was started at the church. On Christmas Eve, many families were
involved in multiple services and did not have time
to prepare a dinner for their families as their church
obligations we many. As people gathered in Fellowship Hall
with their pizza and subs to be consumed quickly before the
next service, an idea was born. What if we shared a potluck
meal with our church family. Ever since, this has become
a fine tradition that many look forward to. Whether you
have obligations that evening as a choir member or would
just like to share a meal with friends and family….all are
welcome and invited.
Once again, Camp Hill Presbyterian Church will host a dinner on Christmas Eve for members,
family and friends. This annual tradition will take place immediately following the 5:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve service. Ham, rolls and drinks will be provided. Please bring a side dish (to
serve 10-12) to share and a dozen cookies. Please sign up in the Gathering Place if you will
attend so we know how many to plan for. If you are available to assist with setup and/or clean
up, please contact Cindy Harbert at 717-599-6061 or cindy.harbert@gmail.com. We hope you
will join us!
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Care
Sharing a Gift this Christmas
For the first time this year, we are offering CHPC members and friends
an opportunity to make a Christmas gift of appreciation to our church
staff. Gift giving is entirely voluntarily. Gifts will be given to all staff who
have been with the church throughout the entire 2018 calendar year,
and they will be divided proportionately in accordance with pay. Please
make all gifts no later than December 16th and mark all contributions
“Staff Christmas Gift.” Since these gifts go to our staff, they are not
charitable contributions. Gifts may be placed in the offering plates or
submitted to the church office.

Good-Bye
Dear Friends of CHPC,
Thank you for giving us a place to worship and build upon our faith over
the last 2 years. Although our time together has come to an end, the
memories we made will last a lifetime. Memories include Jillian being
baptized into the house the Lord and Izzy singing for worship, my whole
family’s involvement in 2017’s VBS, and the list goes on and on. Watching
all the growth in our family has been a blessing and we couldn’t have
done it without your guidance. I know there are great things in store for
CHPC, and we will continue to pray for your success daily.
We know we will always have a place to worship in Central PA and we
Thank you.
The Kaufmann Family – Nick, Jolie, Michael, Jillian and Izzy

Getting to Know Our Staff
This month, we feature our Preschool Director, Coleen Watson. Coleen
and her husband, Mike, are members of our church along with grown son,
Jacob, and daughter, Delaney. Many of us know Coleen, but did you know
this about her?
Where are you from originally? Iowa
Where have you lived before this area? South Dakota, Oklahoma,
Arkansas, Texas and Mississippi
Camp Hill Press
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Where did you go to school? Oklahoma State University
What have been your favorite jobs? Mom, Nanny, Preschool Teacher and Preschool Director
What is your favorite book? I loved the Harry Potter Series, The Game of Thrones Series and
the Outlander Series
What is your favorite movie? Don’t really have one but have liked a lot
Do you have hobbies? I love to read and scrapbook
What is your favorite Scripture verse? Jeremiah 33-3
What do you enjoy most about CHPC? I enjoy the people and the music

Give
Become a CHPC M.A.D. Donor
The 2018-2019 MAD season at CHPC is underway with exciting events
scheduled. We want to be able to provide these programs to the community
for years to come. For more than 40 years, MAD has continued its fine
tradition, but the series is self-supporting and, without your patronage,
this would not be possible. Please consider becoming a donor. Donor forms
are available in the Gathering Place and throughout CHPC. Thank you for
generous support!

Stewardship Reminder
Many of our members did not respond on Stewardship Sunday and have not yet pledged their
financial support for the upcoming year. We hope to have all pledges accounted for before
Christmas so we can prepare an accurate budget and enter 2019 on a sound financial footing.
We anticipate an monthly budget of close to $42,000 for next year. If you have not yet done so,
please take a moment to consider your commitment to CHPC, its mission this year and in the
future. We ask that you then complete a pledge card, and return it to the church as soon as
possible. If you do not have a pledge card, you can pick one up at the church office, or print a
substitute card or pledge online from the church’s web site, www.camphillpres.org/stewardship.
10
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Treasurer’s Report
Contributions for October were $34,565.66, compared to our $42,916.67 monthly target.
With year to date contributions as of 10/31/18 at $361,541.83 and our target for 10/31/18
being $429,167.00, we have a year to date deficiency in contributions of $67,625.17. For
comparison purposes, contributions were $428,303.16 for the period ending 9/30/17. The
continuing deficiency in contributions is concerning, so please make every effort to bring your
contribution commitment up to date. Also, it is not too late to turn in you estimate of giving
cards. If you need a card please let me know. Thank you! Contact David Watts with any
questions. dwatts@mwn.com or (717)237-5344

CHPC Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee is seeking candidates to join in service as Deacons, Elders, and as
members of the Pastor Search Committee. Do you know of someone in the congregation—
perhaps yourself—who has a heart for one of these calls? You are invited to share your
suggestions with the Nominating Committee. Please complete this form and place in the
offering plate, return to Nominating Committee Chair John Groff ’s attention in the Church
Office, or email it to groffcj@gmail.com. Your help in this important task is deeply appreciated!

I submit to the CHPC Nominating Committee the following member(s) of CHPC for
consideration for the office of ☐ Deacon ☐Elder ☐ Pastor Nominating Committee:
I believe this person is a good candidate for this office because:

Submitted by _________________________________
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Break bread with Us
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread ... Acts 2:42

Supper Club Winter 2019
The best relationships usually begin with a meal. The first Christians knew it. At CHPC, a great
way to get plugged into our church or to make additional friends at church is Supper Clubs. It's
not just for newcomers. It's a place to make new connections and build upon old ones.
Supper Clubs are a group of 6-8 people who can meet at the house of a host or hostess, meet up
at a restaurant or do a pot luck dinner. Groups usually meet once a month for three months.
Singles and couples are welcome. Fill out the form below to register for our Winter 2019 Supper
Clubs - February through April. Please place the form in the Offering tray or deliver it to the
church office no later than January 6.
Questions? Contact Michelle Davis at mcdavis.ch@gmail.com or at 336-324-0631.
Fill out the form below to register for our Winter 2019 Supper Clubs - January through
March. Please place the form in the Offering tray or deliver it to the church office no
later than January 6, 2019.
---------------------------------------------------------------Yes! I would like to join the Winter 2019 Supper Club at CHPC.
Name: _______________________________________________________________
Email Address: _________________________________________________________
Cell Phone:_________________________ Home Phone: _______________________
Home Address: __________________________________________________________
Number Attending: ____
Food Allergies or Restrictions? _____________________________________________
Are you willing to serve as a host for one monthly gathering? Yes: _____ No: _____
I would need a ride to participate. Yes: _____ (Please check if this applies)

